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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Melford  Rural  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health 
Services  for  the  year,  1972. 

There  was  a  population  increase  of  390  persons  (1.9%)*  The  birth 
rate  was  lower  than  in  1971,  but  still  above  the  national  average.  17  fewer 
babies  were  born.  The  Registrar-General  recorded  8%  of  these  live  births, 
as  being  illegitimate.  There  were  10  infant  deaths,  under  the  age  of  one 
year.  7  of  these  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  24  hours  of  life.  3  still¬ 
births  were  recorded  also,  in  the  later  months  of  pregnancy.  It  is  sad 
to  record  these  statistics  which  represent  so  much  unhappiness  for  parents 
and  relatives. 

The  death  rate  remains  favourably  low.  There  were  9  deaths  from 
lung  cancer,  and  4  deaths  from  motor  vehicle  accidents  in  the  age  group 
15  -  44  years.  All  forms  of  cancer  accounted  for  20.3%  of  the  deaths, 
and  vascular  diseases  of  all  types  for  52.1%. 

There  were  only  34  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  during 
the  year. 

I  am  grateful  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Council  and  to  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  courtesy  to  me. 

I  am  grateful  also  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  the  Surveyor  and 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  his  staff  and  other  Council  officials 
for  their  help  to  me  during  the  year. 


Your  obedient  servant, 


E.  KINNEAR 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


March,  1974. 
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SECTION  A 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 

(Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  previous  year) 
Area  of  the  District  47,270  acres 


Rateable  Value  (Year  ending  March,  1973) 

£629,782 

(£616,198) 

Sum  represented  by  a  New  Penny 

Rate  (lp.) 

£6 , 065 

(£5,727) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

7,250 

(7,170) 

Population  (Registrar-General* , 

s  estimate) 

20 , 470 

(20,080) 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

317  (346) 

175  (195) 

142  (151) 

Illegitimate 

29  (17) 

13 

(12) 

16  (5) 

Total: 

346  (363) 

188 

(207) 

158  (156) 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  (adjusted)  15*9  (17*9) 
(Area  Comparability  Factor  =  0.94  (0.99)) 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  (England  and  Wales)  14.8  (l6.0) 


Illegitimate  births  as 

a  percentage  of  the  live 

births 

00 

"cR 

Stillbirths 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

5  (7) 

2  (3) 

3  (4) 

Illegitimate 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

5  (7)  2  (3)  5  (4) 


Total: 


Total  Live  and  Stillbirths 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

322  (353) 

177  (198) 

145  (155) 

Illegitimate 

29  (17) 

13  (12) 

16  (5) 

Total: 

351  (370) 

190  (210) 

161  (160) 

Deaths 


Total 
207  (211) 


Male 


Female 


99  (91) 


108  (120) 


Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  (adjusted)  10,4  (11.4) 
(Area  Comparability  Factor  =  1.03  (1.09)) 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  (England  and  Wales)  12.1  (11.6) 


Deaths  from  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  Nil  (Nil) 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths  Nil  (Nil) 


Infant  Mortality 

Number 

of  deaths  of  infants 

under  one  year 

of  age. 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

9  (8) 

5  (6) 

4  (2) 

Illegitimate 

1  (-) 

-  (-) 

1  (-) 

Total: 

10  (8) 

5  (6) 

5  (2) 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

(a)  Infant  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  29*0  (22.0) 

(b)  Infant  Mortality  rate  (England  and  Wales)  17*0  (l8.0) 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  of  age# 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

7  (6) 

3  (5) 

4  a) 

Illegitimate 

1  (-) 

-  (-) 

1  (-) 

8  (6)  3  (5)  5  (1) 


Total: 


-  3  - 


Early  Neo— Natal  Mortality  Number  o  f  deaths  of  infarifco  under*  one  week  of  age* 


Total  Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

6  (6)  j  (5) 

3  (1) 

Illegitimate 

1  (-)  -  (-) 

1  (-) 

Total: 

7  (6)  3  (5) 

4  (1) 

Perinatal 

Mortality  Rate  (Stillbirths 

and  deaths  under  one  week 

combined, 

per  1,000 

total  live  and  stillbirths) 

34.0  (35*0) 

The  causes 

of  the  10  infant  deaths  were  given,  as  follows:- 

Sex 

Age 

Cause  of  death 

M 

(at  or  near  birth) 

Intracranial  haemorrhage 
(supra- tentorial  rupture) 

F 

30  minutes 

Prematurity 

M 

1  hour 

Prematurity,  respiratory 

failure 

F 

2  hours 

Prematurity 

F 

5  hours 

Prematurity,  respiratory 
polycystic  kidneys 

failure, 

F 

7  hours 

Atalectasis  of  lungs 

M 

1  day 

Infancy  syndrome 

F 

8  days 

Sudden  death  in  infancy  syndrome 

M 

9  months 

Lobar  pneumonia,  agenesis 

of  left  lung 

F 

1  year 

Bronchopneumonia,  spastic 
with  cerebral  palsy 

quadriplegia 

The  causes 

of  death  of  the  5  sillbirths  was  given,  as  follows:- 

Sex 

Age  (intrauterine) 

Cause  of  death 

F 

34  weeks 

Macerated  foetus,  cause  unknown. 

M 

37  weeks 

Placental  insufficiency, 
placenta 

small  fibrotic 

F 

37  weeks 

Prematurity 

M 

40  weeks 

Hydrocephalus 

F 

4l  weeks 

Intrauterine  death,  pre-eclamptic  toxaemi 

-  4  - 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


All  Causes 

Total 

207 

Male 

99 

F  emale 

108 

Malignant  neoplasm,  oesophagus 

2 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

6 

6 

- 

Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine 

10 

4 

6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

9 

8 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

3 

- 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  prostrate 

3 

3 

- 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 

8 

5 

3 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms 

1 

- 

1 

Diabetes  mellitus 

1 

- 

1 

Other  endocrine,  etc.  diseases 

1 

- 

1 

Other  diseases  of  blood,  etc. 

1 

1 

Mental  disorders 

1 

- 

1 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 

3 

1 

2 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

3 

1 

2 

Hypertensive  disease 

4 

- 

4 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

52 

26 

26 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

17 

6 

11 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

29 

11 

18 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

4 

1 

3 

Influenza 

2 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

9 

1 

8 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 

8 

5 

3 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

1 

1 

- 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

2 

1 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostrate 

1 

1 

- 

Other  diseases  of  genito-urinary  system 

4 

3 

1 

-  5  - 


Causes  of  death  (continued) 


'To  tal 

Male 

Female 

Diseases  of  musculo-skeletal  system 

1 

— 

1 

Congenital  anomalies 

1 

1 

- 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc. 

4 

2 

2 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

2 

- 

2 

Symptoms  and  ill-defined  conditions 

3 

2 

1 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

4 

3 

1 

All  other  accidents 

4 

2 

2 

Suicide  and  self  inflicted  injuries 

1 

1 

- 

-  6  - 


Age  Incidence  of  deaths  from  certain  causes 


Under 

1 

1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75- 

Cancer  of 
breast 

M 

F 

1 

1 

1 

Cancer  of 
lung 

M 

2 

6 

F 

1 

j  All  cancers, 
including  cancel 
of  lung,  and 
\  bronchitis 

M 

. 

1 

3 

5 

11 

7 

F  ' 
1 

1 

i 

I 

l  !  3 

3 

4 

3 

Coronary 

thrombosis 

M 

l 

1 

7 

8 

9 

F 

1 

8 

17 

Cerebral 

thrombosis 

(stroke) 

M 

1 

1 

9 

F 

4 

14 

Vascular 
diseases, 
combined, 
including  heart 
diseases  and 
strokes 

M 

2 

1 

9 

10 

23 

F 

1 

3 

16 

44 

Accidents 

(motor 

vehicles) 

M 

1 

1 

1 

F 

1 

Accidents 

(other) 

M 

1 

1 

F 

1 

1 

SECTION  B 


1.  Public  Health  Staff 

Dr.  E.  Kinnear,  M.B.  ,  Ch.B. ,  M.F.C.M. ,  D.P.H. , 

Part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health  who  also 
serves  other  districts. 

Surveyor  and  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
J.A.E.  Burrows,  Cert.  S.I.B.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Deputy  Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector 
I.C.  Hazell,  F.I.A.S, ,  Cert.  S.I.B.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Public  Health  Inspector,  whole-time 

M.  Crisp,  Cert.  P.H.I.E.B. ,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H. 

Water  Pollution  Control  Officer  and  Manager,  whole-time 
A.B.  Worth,  H.N.C.  (Chem.) 

Building  Control  Officer,  whole- time 

P.D.  Cutmore,  M.I.B.C.O. ,  Licentiate  I.A.A.S, 


2.  Ambulance  Facilities 


The  West  Suffolk  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  ambulance  service. 
There  is  an  Ambulance  Station  in  Sudbury. 


3.  Nursing  in  the  Home 

The  'West  Suffolk  County  Council’s  Home  Nursing  and  Midwifery  service 
supply  six  District  Nurses. 


4.  Child  Welfare  Centres 


The  West  Suffolk  County  Council  provides  four  Child  Welfare  Centres  in 
the  District  at  Long  Melford,  Great  Cornard,  Glemsford  aid  Nay land. 
Mothers  from  Melford  District  also  use  the  Health  Clinic  at  Sudbury. 


5*  Chiropody  Services 

Chiropody  Services  for  elderly  persons  are  arranged  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  A  domiciliary  services  is  available  for  those  unable 
to  reach  a  clinic. 


-  s  - 


6.  Laboratory  Facilities 


The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Services ,  Woodbridge  Road  East,  Ipswich, 
under  its  Medical  Director,  Dr.  P.K.  Fraser,  has  provided  bacteriological 
reports  on  water  samples  and  other  materials  and  advised  on  epidemio¬ 
logical  matters. 

Chemical  analyses  of  water  samples  are  performed  by  the  Council* s 
analysts  at  the  Analytical  Laboratory,  Haywoods  Heath,  Sussex. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948  -  Section  47 

Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  protection. 

One  elderly  woman  living  alone,  confused  and  unable  to  care  for  herself 
and  suffering  from  burns  to  the  hands  and  legs,  was  admitted  to  hospital, 
under  Section  47,  on  a  Magistrate* s  Order. 


Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases 


Total 


Scarlet  Fever  19 
Whooping  Cough  3 
Measles  7 
Infectious  Jaundice  4 
Tuberculosis,  respiratory  1 

Total:  34 


Male 

12 

2 

2 

2 

1 

19 


Female 

7 

1 

5 

2 


There  were  no  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  in  1972* 


. 


